
Overview of Study in USA 
 

The American education system offers a rich field of choices for international students. There is such 

an array of schools, programs and locations that the choices may overwhelm students, even those 

from the U.S. As you begin your school search, it’s important to familiarize yourself with the 

American education system. Understanding the system will help you narrow your choices and 

develop your education plan. 

Premium Quality Of Education 

Some of the most prestigious universities in the world are located in the United States. The majority 

of the world's finest universities, such as MIT, Harvard, Princeton, Yale, and so on, are based in the 

United States. Thus, once you study abroad in USA, you become a highly sought-after applicant for 

desirable jobs. In addition to the quality programs offered by US universities, you will be able to pave 

a sound career path with the degree you receive. 

Diversity Of Courses 

There is a great deal of diversity and distinctiveness in the universities of the United States. Among 

the leading places to study abroad, the USA is renowned for its wide variety of programs and courses 

offered by its universities. In addition, American universities are distinguished from other institutions 

of higher education through the flexibility of their curriculum and educational system. For more 

information on the available course. 

Employment Opportunities After Graduation 

It is possible for international students to stay in the US for practical training and employment after 

they have graduated. International students participating in the Optional Practical Training Scheme 

are granted an extension of their visas for a period of 12 months during which they may seek gainful 

employment. A visa extension of up to 24 months is also available to students who are studying 

science, technology, engineering, or mathematics. You can learn more about the programs available 

to international students in the USA. 

Education System in USA 
Once you have completed your 12th grade, you are eligible to enroll in colleges and universities in 

the United States. There are approximately 4500 accredited higher education institutions in the 

United States. The country offers a wide range of programs to study abroad in USA, including: 

Undergraduate Degree 

A Bachelor’s degree is a full-time four-year undergraduate program in the United States. 

Associate Degree 

Similar to a diploma awarded by community colleges in the United States, it is equivalent to a 

bachelor’s degree. It takes two years to earn an associate’s degree in the United States. 

Graduate Degrees 



The majority of MS, MA or MBA degrees offered in the United States last for two years. As a result, 

the USA is an excellent choice for those seeking postgraduate programs. 

A graduate program is usually a division of a university or college. To gain admission, you will need to 

take the GRE (graduate record examination). Certain master’s programs require specific tests, such as 

the LSAT for law school, the GRE or GMAT for business school, and the MCAT for medical school. 

 

Graduate programs in pursuit of a master’s degree typically take one to two years to complete. For 

example, the MBA (master of business administration) is an extremely popular degree program that 

takes about two years. Other master’s programs, such as journalism, only take one year. 

 

The majority of a master’s program is spent in classroom study and a graduate student must prepare 

a long research paper called a “master’s thesis” or complete a “master’s project.” 

Doctorate Degree 

A doctorate is also a type of graduate degree, which may take five to eight years to complete. 

Many graduate schools consider the attainment of a master’s degree the first step towards earning a 

PhD (doctorate). But at other schools, students may prepare directly for a doctorate without also 

earning a master’s degree. It may take three years or more to earn a PhD degree. For international 

students, it may take as long as five or six years. 

 

For the first two years of the program most doctoral candidates enroll in classes and seminars. At 

least another year is spent conducting firsthand research and writing a thesis or dissertation. This 

paper must contain views, designs, or research that have not been previously published. 

 

A doctoral dissertation is a discussion and summary of the current scholarship on a given topic. Most 

U.S. universities awarding doctorates also require their candidates to have a reading knowledge of 

two foreign languages, to spend a required length of time “in residence,” to pass a qualifying 

examination that officially admits candidates to the PhD program, and to pass an oral examination on 

the same topic as the dissertation. 

Types Of Educational Institutions in USA 

To study abroad in USA, there are several types of educational institutions – 

 

TYPE OF INSTITUTION KEY FEATURE 

State College or University: There are subsidies offered by the government. 

Private College or University: Governed privately without the assistance of the government. It is 

possible for them to be affiliated with a religion. 

Community College: The college offers two-year associate degree and certification programs. It is 

possible to transfer the credits and use them for four-year programs. 



College:  There are four-year university programs offered by this institution. 

 

study Abroad Programs in USA 

Here is a brief overview of the various types of programs to study abroad in USA: 

 

Course Key Feature 

CORE You must take these courses to complete your program. These are foundational courses. 

MAJOR Specialization program that assists in the development of specific skills. 

ELECTIVE Study abroad programs that are studied for the purpose of enhancing the resume 

are included in this section. 

 

 

Credit System Of USA 

Public and private universities in the United States are bound by the credit system. Credits can be 

earned for courses and applied toward the completion of a program. Bachelor’s degrees typically 

require three to five credits per course. An average of three to four credits per year is required for a 

master’s degree. Normally, Bachelor’s degrees typically require 120 to 130 credits, while master’s 

degrees require 30 to 64 credits. Studying abroad in the USA is made easier thanks to the country’s 

accommodative credit system. US education uses a grade point average, or GPA, as a measure of 

academic achievement. A grade of 4.0 is equivalent to an A, while a grade of 0.0 is equivalent to an F. 

The minimum GPA required for different programs varies. 

Types of 

student visa 
Description 

1 
F-1 Student 

Visa 

to study at an accredited US college or university or to 

study English at an English language institute 

2 
J Exchange Visa 

(J-1) 

for participation in an exchange program, including 

high school and university study 

3 
M Student Visa 

(M1) 

for non-academic or vocational study or training in the 

US 

 

 

Popular Study Abroad Universities of United States 



Popular Courses in USA 
 Technology & Engineering 

 Journalism 

 Medicine 

 Psychology 

 Mathematics 

 Marine Biology and other Life Sciences 

 Fine arts 

 Social Sciences 

 Business & Management 

 Physical & Life Sciences 

 Anthropology 

 Political Science 

 

 

Intakes available in the USA 

Unlike a single intake in Indian universities, American colleges and universities offer three intakes. In 

some universities, intakes may also be referred to as a semester. The three intakes available in the US 

are: 

 

Fall: A popular intake among Indian students, The Fall intake starts in the month of September 

 

Spring: Starts in January; it’s best if you miss the September intake 

 

Summer: Available for limited programs and colleges, the Summer intake usually starts around May    
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